Ron Eager Cup 2025 Umpiring Tips
Before the game:
· Meet the opposition coach and umpire (handshake) and agree on what to call wides and any other points of contention. 
· Read and understand the playing conditions. 
During the game:
· Bowling team does main umpire, batting team does square leg. 
· Square leg calls; run outs, stumpings, height no balls (on the bounce above the shoulder when deemed unsafe, on the full above the waist), multiple bounce no balls (more than twice), and helps counts the balls.
· Main umpire calls; wides, front foot no balls (can give warning if bowler is slow and wickets aren’t taken), wickets, counts the balls, boundaries, and calls ‘over’ at the over’s completion. 
· Both umpires shall signal two fingers to each other after the fourth ball to indicate two balls to come, this helps mitigate any counting errors. If unsure, can check with the scorers. 
· Note; there is maximum balls (8) in junior cricket where the over must end irrespective of how many wides or no balls are bowled. 
· All calls are signalled to the scorers and must wait for them to acknowledge the signal. 
Key rules to note:
· No lbws. 
· Fielders are not to be within ten metres of the batters unless behind square on the leg side. 
· No backstops allowed. 10 metres either side of the stumps behind the stumps all the way back the boundary there must not be a fielder. 
· Bowlers who throw the ball are encouraged to keep an arm straight but if unable, provided they are not getting an advantage by throwing, it is ok at this level, players are still learning.
· Aim to keep the game on time as much as possible. 9am-10:20am. 10:30-11:50am. 12:30-1:50pm. 2:00-3:20pm. 
· 11 wickets per batting team. However, only eleven players on the field at one time. 
General Tips: 
· During the game – ensure the game is played in the spirit as well as within the rules, can help coach the players at the younger age groups. 
· WHEN IN DOUBT, DON’T GIVE IT OUT.
· Spend a few seconds thinking about each decision before making it (count to three), shows that you are thinking about your decisions rather than being ‘trigger happy.’
· Mistakes happen, even the best umpires make them so it’s ok, especially at the voluntary level, can remind kids and parents of this through the season. 
